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2014 APHA Annual Meeting REPORT  
From Your OPHA Affiliate Representative of the Governing Council - Marisa New, OTR, MPH 

 

 

The American Public Health Association met for the 142
nd

 time in New Orleans, Louisiana, 

November 16 -18, 2014.  At this Annual Meeting, 16 new policy statements were adopted and 

new officers were elected. 

 

The American Public Health Association adopted 16 new policy statements today at its 142nd Annual Meeting and 

Exposition in New Orleans covering topics ranging from Ebola and emerging infectious diseases, to bullying for LGBT 

youth to the regulation of e-cigarettes. 

 

Following are brief descriptions of the 16 policy statements adopted by the Governing Council. One policy was a late-

breaker, meaning it was not open to the same review as the other 2014 policies and will serve as interim policy until 

reviewed by the Governing Council at its regular 2015 meeting. For more information on any of these policy 

statements, email policy@apha.org. 

 

(Disclaimer: These brief descriptions are not comprehensive and do not include every point, statement or conclusion 

presented in the policy statements. Upon finalization and copyediting, full policy statements will be available in early 

2015.) 

 

20141 Reducing elective labor inductions — Noting the significant rise in labor inductions and the risks associated 

with pre-term birth, calls on all hospitals to develop strict protocols on the use of non-medically necessary labor 

inductions before 39 weeks of gestation and to train physicians in the new guidelines. Urges childbirth education 

organizations to raise awareness of the risks and benefits to elective induction of labor as well as support existing 

campaigns that educate new parents about the importance of waiting until 40 weeks of gestation. Also calls for better 

data collection on the number of elective deliveries before 39 weeks of gestation. 

 

20142 Bullying and disparities among gay youth — With sexual minority youth experiencing disproportionate rates 

of bullying, calls on relevant federal agencies, such as the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, to create a 

research agenda to evaluate new and existing interventions. Encourages federal policymakers to enact legislation 

banning discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity, and urges local school boards and education 

departments to implement programs that specifically address the safety and well-being of lesbian, gay, bisexual and 

transgender students. Also urges members of Congress to pass legislation that provides comprehensive sex education 

for all students, including information addressing sexual assault, bullying and harassment. 

 

20143 Comprehensive sex education for young 

people — Encourages entire communities, including 

parents, physicians and public health workers, to 

support comprehensive sexual health education in 

schools and calls on policymakers to implement 

evidence-based sex education that fosters equality, 

respect and the elimination of sexual assault and 

intimate partner violence. Calls on members of 

Congress to continue to fund programs that promote 

comprehensive sex education that includes 

information on both contraception and abstinence, and 

to defund programs that withhold critical health 

information. Also urges schools to pay particular 

attention to student populations at greater risk of 

sexually transmitted diseases and unintended pregnancy.  

 

 

The American Public Health Association champions the health of all 
people and all communities. We strengthen the profession of public 
health, share the latest research and information, promote best 
practices and advocate for public health issues and policies grounded 
in research. We are the only organization that combines a 140-plus 
year perspective, a broad-based member community and the ability to 
influence federal policy to improve the public’s health.  
 
Please consider enhancing your OPHA Membership with an 
APHA Membership. Visit http://www.apha.org/become-a-member  
for member benefits, career opportunities, and more.. 

mailto:policy@apha.org
http://www.apha.org/become-a-member
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20144 Young children and dietary guidelines — Noting that the needs of children younger than 2 years old are 

currently omitted from the federal Dietary Guidelines for Americans, calls for federal funding to support research 

addressing the nutritional needs of children in their first 1,000 days of life. Urges leading federal officials, such as the 

secretary of health and human services, to create and enact a robust research plan aimed at creating dietary 

recommendations for understudied groups, such as children younger than 2 years old. 

 

20145 Global breastfeeding and maternity support — Citing the connections between supportive maternal health 

policies and the ability of new mothers to choose exclusive breastfeeding, calls on U.S. policymakers and international 

organizations to help develop as well as support policies and programs that promote paid maternity leave and workplace 

accommodations for breastfeeding. Encourages public health practitioners and global organizations to monitor work-

related barriers to breastfeeding and advocate for paid maternity leave. Also calls for additional research on 

breastfeeding and supportive maternal health policies within different cultural and workplace settings, including 

research on local solutions to better maternal and child health. 

 

20146 Breast cancer and occupational exposure — In conjunction with increasing research into the connections 

between breast cancer and work-related exposures, urges the U.S. surgeon general to declare an association between 

certain chemicals and breast cancer as well as to emphasize the importance of identifying workplace exposures that 

contribute to breast cancer. Calls on relevant federal agencies, such as the National Institutes of Health, to direct breast 

cancer research funds toward the study of occupational exposure and risk. Also urges federal agencies to investigate the 

prevalence of breast cancer among certain groups of workers and raise awareness about safer chemical alternatives and 

risk reduction.  

 

20147 Diesel exhaust and human health — Updating similar APHA policy adopted in 1999, encourages relevant 

federal, state and local agencies to raise public awareness on the human health dangers of diesel exhaust exposure and 

engage local stakeholders in lowering diesel emissions as well as work-related exposures. Calls on officials to go 

beyond the typical means of communication and organize awareness-raising events in partnership with state and local 

APHA chapters, occupational safety and health groups, environmental organizations, labor unions and industry 

councils. Also urges advocacy in support of stronger diesel emissions regulations and the development of cleaner, 

renewable transportation technologies.  

 

20148 The health of temporary workers — Citing the rapid growth of the temporary work sector, calls on Congress 

to reform current laws to provide labor rights to temporary workers, including the right to union representation and the 

ability to negotiate for equal workplace rights. Calls for expanding research on the health impacts of temporary work 

arrangements and urges the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics to research injury rates among workers hired by temporary 

staffing agencies. Also urges states to adopt a number of rules regarding the temporary workforce, including requiring 

agreements between staffing agencies and host employers that spell out worker health and safety responsibilities. 

 

20149 Regulation of electronic cigarettes — Calls on the U.S. Food and Drug Administration to develop regulations 

that hold e-cigarettes to the same marketing and advertising standards as conventional tobacco cigarettes and calls for 

the federal funding of research on the short- and long-term health consequences of e-cigarette use. Urges the Consumer 

Product Safety Commission to require special packaging, including warning labels, on e-cigarette cartridges to help 

prevent childhood poisoning. Also calls on state and local official to restrict the sale of e-cigarettes to minors as well as 

the use of e-cigarettes in enclosed public areas and workplaces.  

201410 Public health and legalized marijuana — Citing the legalization of recreational marijuana sales in four states 

and the District of Columbia, calls for a public health-based approach to controlling legal marijuana as well as viewing 

legalized marijuana as a public health priority. Urges federal, state and local policymakers to fund health research on 

marijuana use, coordinate efforts to prevent marijuana use and abuse, and direct marijuana tax revenue to programs that 

educate on the health effects of marijuana use and abuse. Also calls on relevant federal and state agencies to develop an 

evidence base regarding the public health benefits of regulating commercial marijuana. 
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201411 Veterans and mental health services — Calls on the U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs to stop using 

discharge status as criteria for determining mental health care coverage. Urges federal policymakers to fully fund the 

needs of veterans and calls on the VA to improve the retention and recruitment of health care personnel. Calls on the 

VA to improve the scheduling process within its health system and integrate its information systems with the 

Department of Defense to ensure continuity of care for service members. Also urges all branches of the armed forces as 

well as the VA to reduce mental health stigma.  

 

201412 Tobacco-free military — Noting ongoing efforts to promote tobacco-free policies within the U.S. military, 

urges the Department of Defense to strengthen and evaluate its tobacco cessation efforts and adopt policies that 

ultimately achieve a tobacco-free military. Calls on members of Congress to support related tobacco control measures, 

including the establishment of smoke-free workplaces and ending the sales of tobacco in commissaries. 

 

201413 Achieving a HIV-free generation — Citing stalled progress in reducing the U.S. HIV infection rate, calls on 

Congress to fully fund the Office of National AIDS Policy to revise, implement, monitor and evaluate the National 

HIV/AIDS Strategy. Urges the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services to set priority issues for further research 

and funding, and calls on state and local health agencies as well as private insurers to improve relevant data collection. 

Calls on federal agencies to increase investment in evidence-based prevention efforts, particularly among those living 

with HIV, and urges full funding of the Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program.  

 

201414 Standards for community health workers — Calls on professional community health worker associations to 

gather a consensus on the desirability of training and credentialing standards and to consider developing policies on 

such standards in collaboration with community health worker advocates and other stakeholders. Encourages state 

policymakers who are considering such training and credentialing standards to collaborate with local community health 

workers and their professional groups. Also urges state governments and other entities that are drafting such standards 

to include in the policy the creation of a governing board of which half of the members are community health workers.  

 

201415 Social determinants of behavioral health — Citing high rates of mental health and substance abuse disorders 

in the U.S., calls on federal agencies to develop an integrated public health plan to address the negative effects of the 

social determinants of health. Urges Congress to increase funding for research into the promotion, prevention and 

treatment of behavioral health disorders and calls on the U.S. Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 

Administration to partner with public health practitioners and others to strengthen the behavioral health workforce. Also 

encourages SAMHSA to enhance education efforts that help people manage stress, identify early behavioral health 

symptoms and find treatment. 

 

LB-14-01 Strengthening Ebola response and protection — Noting gaps in readiness to protect the U.S. population 

during recent cases of Ebola Virus Disease and the need to prepare for future disease outbreaks, calls on federal, state 

and local officials to restore adequate funding for preparedness for all natural and man-made infectious disease threats. 

Urges policymakers to invest in worker preparedness, training and protective equipment. Calls on the White House and 

Congress to direct the Occupational Safety and Health Administration to fast-track standards and guidelines addressing 

the health care sector and other industries. Also calls on OSHA to enforce whistleblower protections and civil liberties 

for workers who raise concerns about work-related infectious disease risks.  
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APHA Executive Board – alphabetical order 
(Newly Elected Members highlighted in yellow)  
 

 

 
Pamela Aaltonen, PhD, RN 

Elected Member  

Chair 

Elected October 2012 

Term Ending: November 2016 

 

 

 

 
Gail Bellamy, PhD 

Elected Member 

Elected 2013 

Term Ending: November 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Georges C. Benjamin, MD 

Executive Director 

Dr. Benjamin has been APHA's executive 

director since 2002 

 
Lynn Ann Bethel, RDH, MPH 
Elected Member  

Elected October 2012 

Term Ending: November 2016 
 

 
Malcolm Bryant, MBBS, MPH 
Ex-Officio Member 

ISC Chair 

Appointed November 2014 

Term Ending: November 2015 
 

 
Lisa M. Carlson, MPH, MCHES 
Elected Member 

Appointed November 2011 

Term Ending: November 2015 
 

http://www.apha.org/about-apha/executive-board-and-staff/apha-executive-board/pamela-aaltonen-phd-rn
http://www.apha.org/about-apha/executive-board-and-staff/apha-executive-board/gail-bellamy-phd
http://www.apha.org/about-apha/executive-board-and-staff/apha-executive-board/georges-c-benjamin-md-facp-fnapa-facep-hon-frsph
http://www.apha.org/about-apha/executive-board-and-staff/apha-executive-board/lynn-bethel-rdh-mph
http://www.apha.org/about-apha/executive-board-and-staff/apha-executive-board/malcolm-bryant
http://www.apha.org/about-apha/executive-board-and-staff/apha-executive-board/lisa-m-carlson-mph-mches
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Chris Chanyasulkit 
Ex-Officio Member 

Education Board Chair 

Elected November 2014 

Term Ending: November 2015 
 

 

 

 
Richard J. Cohen, PhD, FACHE 
Treasurer 

Elected November 2013 

Term Ending: November 2016 
 

 

 

 
Ayman El-Mohandes, MBBCh, MD, MPH 
Elected Member  

Elected October 2012 

Term Ending: November 2016 
 

 

 
José Ramón Fernández-Peña, MD, MPA 
Vice Chair 

Elected November 2013 

Term Ending: November 2017 

 

 

 
Durrell J. Fox, BS, CHW 
Elected Member 

Elected November 2011 

Term Ending: November 2015 

 
Joyce R. Gaufin, BS 
Immediate Past President 

Elected October 2012 

Term Ending: November 2015 

 
Barbara E. Giloth, DrPH 
Governing Council Speaker  

Elected November 2014 

Term Ending: November 2017 

 

 
Ella Greene-Moton 
Elected Member 

Elected November 2014 

Term Ending: November 2018 

 
Jeffrey Hallam, PhD, CHES 

Elected Member 

Elected November 2014 

Term Ending: November 2018 

http://www.apha.org/about-apha/executive-board-and-staff/apha-executive-board/chris-chanyasulkit-phd-mph
http://www.apha.org/about-apha/executive-board-and-staff/apha-executive-board/richard-j-cohen-phd-fache
http://www.apha.org/about-apha/executive-board-and-staff/apha-executive-board/ayman-el-mohandes-mbbch-md-mph
http://www.apha.org/about-apha/executive-board-and-staff/apha-executive-board/jose-ramon-fernandez-pena-md-mpa
http://www.apha.org/about-apha/executive-board-and-staff/apha-executive-board/jose-ramon-fernandez-pena-md-mpa
http://www.apha.org/about-apha/executive-board-and-staff/apha-executive-board/durrell-j-fox-bs-ghw
http://www.apha.org/about-apha/executive-board-and-staff/apha-executive-board/joyce-r-gaufin-bs
http://www.apha.org/about-apha/executive-board-and-staff/apha-executive-board/barbara-e-giloth-drph
http://www.apha.org/about-apha/executive-board-and-staff/apha-executive-board/barbara-e-giloth-drph
http://www.apha.org/about-apha/executive-board-and-staff/apha-executive-board/ella-greene-moton
http://www.apha.org/about-apha/executive-board-and-staff/apha-executive-board/jeffrey-hallam-phd-ches
http://www.apha.org/about-apha/executive-board-and-staff/apha-executive-board/jose-ramon-fernandez-pena-md-mpa
http://www.apha.org/about-apha/executive-board-and-staff/apha-executive-board/barbara-e-giloth-drph
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Sonja S. Hutchins, MD, MPH, DrPH, FACPM 
Ex-Officio Member 

Science Board Chair 

Appointed November 2013 

Term Ending: November 2014 

 

 

 
Camara P. Jones, MD, PhD, MPH 
President Elect 

Elected November 2014 

Term Ending: November 2017 

 
Resa M. Jones, PhD, MPH 
Elected Member 

Elected November 2014 

Term Ending: November 2018 

 

 
Shiriki Kumanyika, PhD, MPH 
President Elect 

Elected November 2013 

Term Ending: November 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Barbara Levin, MD, MPH 
Elected Member 

Elected November 2013 

Term Ending: November 2017 

 
Paul Meissner, MSPH 
Elected Member 

Elected November 2011 

Term Ending: November 2015 

 

http://www.apha.org/about-apha/executive-board-and-staff/apha-executive-board/sonja-hutchins-md-mph-drph
http://www.apha.org/about-apha/executive-board-and-staff/apha-executive-board/camara-jones-md-mph-phd
http://www.apha.org/about-apha/executive-board-and-staff/apha-executive-board/resa-jones-phd-mph
http://www.apha.org/about-apha/executive-board-and-staff/apha-executive-board/shiriki-kumanyika-phd-mph
http://www.apha.org/about-apha/executive-board-and-staff/apha-executive-board/barbara-levin-mph-md
http://www.apha.org/about-apha/executive-board-and-staff/apha-executive-board/paul-meissner-msph
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Vanessa G. Miller, DrPH, PHCNS-BC 

Action Board Chair 

Appointed November 2014 

Term Ending: November 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Patricia D. Parker, MSPH 

Council of Affiliates Chair 

Appointed November 2014 

Term Ending: November 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

          

           

        [No Picture] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Renata Slayton 
Student Assembly Chair 

Appointed November 2014 

Term Ending: November 2015 

 

Enhance your OPHA Membership by becoming a member of the American Public Health Association. 
For member benefits, leadership opportunities, and more, visit http://www.apha.org/become-a-member 
 

 

 

http://www.apha.org/about-apha/executive-board-and-staff/apha-executive-board/vanessa-miller-drph-phcns-bc
http://www.apha.org/about-apha/executive-board-and-staff/apha-executive-board/patricia-parker-msph
http://www.apha.org/become-a-member

